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MINUTES OF A CONFERENCE ae 
HELD AT THE MUSIC HALL, STORE STRE ET, TOTTEN HAM-COURT ROAD, wgornee 


Present on the Stand — Preside nt 

George Q. Cannon, of the Twelve 

; Apostles, Elders R. Bentley, District 

President and President of the London | 

Conference, W. H. Shearman, 

the Liverpool office,) Joseph Bull 

President of Sheffield District, George 

Sims, President of Essex Conferen 

EF Bird, President of Dorseishire 

Conference, and M. P. Romney, 

W, Stayner, J. L. Barfoot, 

Sears, John South, Priday 
and E. ‘as, Travelling Elders. 

The Conference. was called to order 
at 2.30 p.m., by Elder R. Bentley. 
After singing and prayer, he said}.—lIt 
gives me unspe pleasure to 
meet the Sainte i in a Conference capa- | 
city, where we can be instructed in 
the principles of eternal truth. I 
wish you to exercise faith and to put 
away any cares or anxieties you may | 
have pertaining to the world, so that 
we may draw down the blessings of 
our pores Father. I am thankful 
to be enabled to. report the London 

erence as being in a a 
Prosperous condition. ‘The ts are 


| 8882 B22 


striving to live their religion m= the 
Priesthood is increasing in faith and | 


d is, the + mo 
you to the gr 
put on, the whole armor of righteous- 
aes3, and let not the Adversary -have . 
tae "advantage of you. I 
that we may have 

‘and I feel we will have. have a. 
Statistical and Financial Rey which . 
Iwill read to you, by which I see we <, 
have baptized 163 emigrated 265... ag 
Although our baptisms do not, now “ 
equal our emigration,, they will more. 
than do so by the end of the year, if 
we are gout. As there are many 
of the brethren here who will address <- 
us, do feel like’ detaining. 


reports be received, which was unani-.. 
mously carried, 

Elder Sims said, —I remember what . 
my feelings were when. I first. pt 
the Church—how anxious 1, was to 
retain with me the good Spi it Thed. 
received. one time,[ had no 


desire to live, for the hopes 
Not so with the 
host, which I it was 
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him who made the heavens,” &., has 


of Noah. 1 know that men can obtain 
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heard of Joseph Smith—of 
having visited the 
book had been resurrected and tran- 
slated by the power of God”—that I 

e to my feelings, with men 
who would oath me principles the 
practice of which would enable me 
more and more to approximate to the 
nature of our Father in heaven, I felt 


to rejoice in my being. and I am now. 


more than ever anxious to continue 
faithful. 

Elder Bull said,—I will add my mite 
to the testimony of my brethren. I 
know the Gospel is calculated to make 
men happy—it has made me so durin 
the fifteen years I have been acquain 
with it; it shows me what Il live for 
and how to obtain true enjoyment ; it 
makes known to me that the kingdom 
of God is set up on the earth, and, 
also, why it is established ; it not only 
shows me that the purposes of God 
will be accomplished, but it shows me 
how to assist in their accomplishment. 
The more I know the more I want to 
know how to be useful in this respect, 
because I shall be a participator in the 
advantages resulting from these opera- 
tions, in which, likewise, all the 
human family are interested. I know 
it is » warfare for us here, and my 
constant prayer “is that grace may be 
given me as my day, that I may be 
enabled to continue here where I have 
the privilege of forming my character 
for eternity. I know that God has 
revealed his mind and will give rules 
and regulations to guide us in this 
life, that we may qualify ourselves for 
future glory and exaltation. 

Elder Bird said, — Although my 
voice is not strong I have a stro 
testimony to bear that this isthe Wo 
of God. Men have been praying as 
Jesus taught im his day, ‘‘Thy king- 
dom come ;” it has come, and is now 
established upon a foundation which 
will never be thrown down. That 
which John foresaw on ‘the Isle of 
Patmos has come to pass—the angel 
has flown through the heavens—that 
m » “fear God and give glory to 


sounded in the ears of men, although un- 
heeded by many nowas it was in the days 
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angels | as they have done in times past, . 
earth—that ‘“‘a 4 


have to repent and turn to the Lord, 


then he will reveal his purposes to. 


them—they can be baptized into coye- 
nant with him, and the Holy Ghost: 
will be conferred upon them by the 
laying on of the hands of the servants 
of God. He then testified to the 
identity of this Work with that fo 


seen by Isaiah and the Prophets, dc, 
Elder Shearman said,—The value of 
principles, as of cause, is known by 


the effect produced. To determine 
the value we have to look at their 
ultimate ing, especially in thi 

religion. They have not 
only to looked at as they have 


they exert an influence on the world 
at large. This applies to every land, 
whether Catholic or Protestant, of 
whatever name or sect. Men may 
meet in large assemblies—they may 
advance their theories—they may 
teach the people year after year, gene- 
ration after generation, century after 
century, but what good will be done? 
How much has the earth been bene- 
fitted by such teachings in times past? 
How much has a knowledge of the: 
rinciples of virtue extended, and 
tee much have they aided in the 
establishment upon the earth of the 
‘*reign of righteousness?’ In _ this 
respect, little, if any good, has been 
done. Some who may be here might. 
dispute this. I have not time to 
state all my reasons why I differ from 
them; if I had time I could show 
that man, instead of having progres- 
sed, has degenerated, both morally 
and physically. What has been done 
towards doing away with war an 
bloodshed ? w much has mans 
philosophy assisted in bringing to 
pass the period of unive peace 
which the Prophets have foretold? 
Certainly the various 
have done comparatively nothing: 
Efforts have been and are still being: 
made by well-meaning men — they 
have formed their Peace Congresses— 
they have associated themselves toge 
ther to do that which the Gospel, a 
understood by them, has failed to do 


arbitration in 


differences b 
ut how much nearer are 


the sword ; 


the smiles of our heavenly Father now : 


they to the accomp 


reference to us as individuals, but as 


of men 


—they have sought to decide their 


lishment of their. 
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love ‘‘Mormonism.” It blesses all’ 
the world by scattering its principles. ~ 
broad-cast, that they may benefit all. _ 
We have not to draw the sword. No! | 
We have lived to leave our cause in 
the hands of God! Not but what our | 
feeli have been aroused by the © 
acts of evil men. We can look at the 
fate of the righteous servants of God — 
ences? No! Four millions of men| (I allude to Joseph and Hyrum)—we 
armed does not realize our idea that | can judge of the feelin of those who 
yar is done away with! This does | lived in the days of Illinois—we can 
not look like submitting to arbitration. | judge how we should feel if one of our 
A cruel war of extermination raging | family were thus treated—we might 
between brethren who, when you try | wish to avenge their wrongs. This 
to influence them to make peace, re-| was most likely the feeling of the — 
ply, “We don’t want your: advice ;| Saints in those days; but did they — 
we are determined to decide our differ- | give way to it? They had power at — 
ences by the sword!” that time, but they did not do it. — 
But, it may be asked, what has this | They listened to those who hada right. 
todo with our gathering here—how | to dictate to them—men who calmed 
can our meeting hee assist in usher- | the troubled waters. Did weloseby | 
ing in the reign of righteousness so| this? No; and those who betrayed - 
long spoken of by the servants of|us have reaped what they sowed; 
God? Thirty years’ labor in this| and we are sorry for them, but are 


? To their state of turmoil, 
an, and to their lack of union, 
I cannot but contrast the success of 
the Latter-day Saints, and rejoice in 
the peace which they enjoy, guided as 
they are by the principles of true 
enlightenment. But the nations of 
the earth, are they any nearer than 
ever peacefully deciding their differ- 


Church has done more to assist in 
bringing this about than has been 
accomplished in 100 or even in 1,000 
years! Brethren and sisters, you 
know with all our differences, with all 
our faults and failings, our hearts beat 
with love to each other. But, say our 
sectarian friends, ‘‘ The Gospel teaches 
usto do this.” I have been among 
them, and know they desire to do.so ; 
we not only desire, but we know how 
todo that which the Gospel teaches. 


than at same time that 
is. developing his purposes and is 
rolling forward his Work. We see 

the good which has resulted from the 
course pursued by the servants 
God. all men were 


to bloodshed. If men were guided ~ 
and controlled as we have been—if 
the government of God was acknow-. 
ledged among men, how different 
would -be the condition of the earth. 


& 
sided ina ff 
like manner, there would be an end ~~ 


There would then be universal peace, - 
and that which the Prophets foretold _ 
would be realized. This will be done, — 


Look at the history of this people ; see 
how they have cleaved to each other 
under the most trying circumstances ; 


look at their unexampled prosperity, | and I rejoice in the anticipations o 
and see how, from a condition of | that glorious day. Let us be watch- 


ful over ourselves—let us make sure 
of one thing above all others, that we 
prove ourselves worthy of the good — 
things which God has in store for us. 
As to evils of another nature, God ix 
wiser in his dealings than weare—he. 
knows how to eradicate them, Laws, — 
social and political—penalties against. 
crime, such a3 adultery, murder, &., 
have not put a stop to these thi a 
But He will do so by lopping offthe. =} 
branches. He will do away withthe =i 
cause and the effects will cease. Men — 
amily will yet become virtuous and happy. 
family will bless more, and ff all act | This Gospel: shows the way to bring: ~ 
to such principles, it will | this about. I rejoice in the know-= ~~ 
less an entire world ! ‘This is why I  Tedge that God has restored the Gos _ 


things so unfavorable, the germ of the 
kingdom of God has sprung fo1th, so 
that even our enemies admit with 
wonder that our progress has been un- 
exampled, notwit standing their oppo- 
sition to our religious opinions. We 
are at peace; we have submitted to 
the government of»the kingdom of 
God; we have learned those principles 
which will produce harmony among 
the human family. Principles which 
will enable human beings to dwell 
together in love and unity, will unite 
4 family; that which bless one 
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I know that he will establish his 
ingdom. I have a testimony to the 
truth of this Work ; I cannot express 
it, it is all over me—I am full of it, 
that this is the Work of God; and I 
hope that we may all meet, not only 
in Zion, but in the kingdom of our 
Father. _ 
& President Cannon then rose and 
presented the Authorities of the 
Church in the usual manner, who 
‘were unanimously sustained. As the 
afternoon was far advanced, he said he 
would not detain the congregation 
long. He expressed his pleasure at 
meeting with the Saints under so 
favorable circumstances. He knew 
the testimonies which had been borne 
by the brethren to be true, and he 
also knew that this Gospel is intended 
to bring happiness, not to one parti- 
cular people only, but to every kindred, 
tongue and people that will receive it. 
He continued his remarks, illustrating 
the benefits which obedience to the 
Gospel would produce in the midst of 
mankind, if they would adopt it. 


The choir then sang, and the con- | 


gregation was dismissed by prayer. 


THE USES OF NATURE. 


In the evening the Conference m 
at half-past 6. After singing, me 
rayer by Elder Bentley, ident 

annon read the tenth chapterof John, 
after which he preached an interesting 
and instructive discourse on the mis- 
sion of Jesus Christ, showing the cause 
of the hostility manifested towards 
him, and the manner in which he was 
developed as the Son of God. . 

On Midas evening, the 12th, the 
choir of the London Conference enter- 
tained a numerous assembly at the 
Albion Hall, London Wall, at which 
the Elders who were at the Conference 
on the day previous were present, and 
about 500 of the Saints with their 
friends. The singing was very effect- 
ive, consisting of anthems and selec- — 
tions from the best modern authors ; 
also pieces were sung by a number of 
the children who were trained by 
brother George Careless, to whom 
much credit is due for the able man- 
ner in which the singing was con- 
ducted. 

Ricuarp Brntiey, President, 

L. Barroot, Clerk. 


THE USES OF NATURE. 
BY ELDER JOHN V. HOOD. 


Viewing man as a progressive being, | 


capable of rising into spiritual free- 
dom, exertion and dignity, and having 
within him unlimited powers of ex- 
pansion and growth, it follows as a 
n consequence that we must 
in the same light view nature and all 
the wonders of the created universe. 
For, if man is ever to be brought back 
to his former state of happiness, and 
have within him those Godlike attri- 
butes that constitute true glory and 
power, the world in which he lives, 
and the material objects with which 
he is brought into contact, must form 
part of the means by which he is to be 
renovated, redeemed and glorified— 


“* The groves were God’s first Temple, ere 
the chal, or 

o hew the , or layithe architrave 
And spread the roof above them ;*ere he 


formed 
The lofty vault to gather and roll back 


The net of anthems; then in darkling , 


Ainid: the cool and silence, he knelt down 
And offered to the Mightiest solemn thanks 
And supplications.” 

The material forces with which man 
is surrounded, and the influences with 
which he has to contend, are the very 
means by which the poorest are to 
reach their greatest degree of wisdom 
and intelligence. To the unsanctified 
vision of some, creation may not be 
replete with lessons of wisdom, bene- 
ficence and love, but to the ennobled 
sons and daughters of God it wears 4 
brighter and a fairer aspect. A prim- - 
rose by a river’s bank is to some 4 
primrose and nothing more ; to them 
the deep winds carry with them no 
meaning nor signification ; the solemn 
anthem of the mighty deep, the thou- 
sand ‘‘ voices of the night,” no music 
in their tone ; the grim old mountaims 


| 
| 


raising their hoary heads to heaven, 
do not seem to them watchers waiting 
forthe world’scoming dawn; and though 
the imprint of Deity may be seen in 
the blushing petals of the rose, or in 
the deep blue vault that bends in 
silence above us, they bear to the 
world no lesson of beauty or of power. 
Man isolates himself from the very 
things that are needed to fit him for 
the higher purposes of immortality. 
He gazes with delight on the inven- 
tions of his fellow-man, on the strength 
and power displayed in them, and 
forgets that the power of life in a way- 
side flower mocks the greatest work of 
humanity, and that to it the grandest 
creation of genius is weak and con- 
temptible. Has God placed around 
us all those manifold works of his 
hands, and is it right and proper for 
us to travel through the earth closing 
our eyes to their beauty and glory, 
and our ears to all the majestic harmo- 
nies that fill the universe? From 
nature did He, the great herald of 
peace and righteousness, draw his 
choicest lessons. The fisher in the 
sunny bay, the sower in the furrowed 
fields, the winds, the stars, the sun- 
shine, the storm, the vine with its 
fruit, the grain with its golden lustre, 
were all open books from whose pages 
He drew illustrations and beauties that 
opened up men’s minds to the grandeur 
and the greatness of the yet triumph- 
ant kingdom of God, oak the glorifi- 
cation of its redeemed sons and 
daughters. And so man can find | 
‘Sermons in stones, books in the running 
streams, 

And good in everything.” 

If the idea of liberty, which the Gos- 
pel brings, is within him, he can go 
and learn it from the bounteous earth 
and the starry heavens. Like the 
government of the heavens, nature is 
not despotic, but a Divine theocracy, 
guided by the immutable and eternal 
laws of truth. The innumerable sights 
and sounds through the medium of 
which God makes himself known to 
man—the perfume of flowers, the song 
of birds, the murmur of waters, the 
golden sunshine and the blue of the 
summer sky, are the inheritance of 
all, an inheritance which consoles us 
for the want of other things, for it 


this world. The mechanic at his occu- 
pation in a crowded town is a drudge, 
in communion. with nature his position 
c , and he feels that he is ona 
level with earth’s prdudest prince or 
mightiest potentate. These things are 
laced here for our use and research, 
for the nurturing of our immortal spi- 
rits, for the expansion of our faculties 
and the opening in our hearts of those 
‘thoughts that wander through eter- 
nity.” There is nothing in nature 
that is not fulfilling the end of its 
being, no existence animate or inani- 
mate, except man—when apart from 
the influences of the Gospel—that is 
not working out the design for which 
it was created, and from this he can 
learn a lesson. Over the strings cf 
the human heart come vibrations of 
eternal melody—it is filled with un- 
speakable aspirasions, yearning desires 
and prayerful jutterances, and yet 
across it sweep gusts of strife and 
preston, and storms of doubt. and 
ears, that break the strings and jar 
the harmony ; but no such thing can 
we find in nature... There all i? gp 
and love and unity, and amid the 
revolutions of earth, the tumults and 
wars that degrade humanity, the works 
of God perform their mission and 
minister to his will. Nature will yet 
bear testimony against man; his vain 
struggle and mad desires are opposed 
to her calmness and serenity, andthe jf 
heavens and the earth will be called to - | 
witness that the people of the world 
have rebelled against their Creator. 
If, then, it is our mission here to 
know God and fulfil the purpose of 
our creation ; if for this he has given 
us hearts to love, and minds to con- 
ceive and brains to fashion ; if he has 
gemmed the sky with suns and stars 
and systems, garnished the earth with 
fruit and trees and flowers, and given 
us everything that can refine our — 
intellect and exalt our imagination, 
let us strive to act so that we may be 
led by fountains of living water, rise 
into participation of his nature, and 
begin to travel upward and onward in 
the path that leads to perfection and 
glory. Amid all the confusion and 
discord abroad in the world, the mists 
of error and superstition that dim our 


raises our thoughts and bids us soar | 


spir:tual visions, we can see the golden 
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far above the. buffetings and trials.of 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
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| 
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bosom of the 


scintillations of the dawn of humanity, 
earid catch faint of a fairer 
fabric looming in the future, that 
shall rise from earth’s darkness and 
loom like some palace of the poet 
m the storms of the genii, or some 


island of the blest from the heaving 


of the earthquake. What heavings 
and commotions were felt before the 
first sweet flower peeped from the 
infant world, and 
sparkled in the sunlight of Eden’s 

wn! And so, as out of chaos this 
fair earth sprang, out of discord and 
confusion will leay love and harmony 
—truth upspring from error and 
wrong— , like a white-robed spi- 
rit, come forth from the shadows flung 
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around our life—time bear on ex. 
tended hand the precious pearl of 
liberty, and grief and sadness melt 
away like stars into the morning, 
when the flowers of eternal love and 
righteousness bloom upon the world, 
And, when the grand and holy princi- 
ples of virtue and justice, and good. 
nes3 and purity, and all the Christian 
graces reign triumphant in the minds 
of men, will the true uses of nature 
be fully understood, all things be in 
one, and the Apocalyptic vision of 
John be fulfilled,—‘‘I saw a new 
heaven and a new earth, wherein 
dwelleth righteousness, for then will 
the former things have passed away, 


and all things have become new.” 


HOW TO LIVE, 


Tombstones point to those who 
have lived and tell us they are gone. 
We cannot help seeing that it is the 
common lot of all men to yield them- 
selves up asa prey to time, however 
strong their frames or constitutions 
are. And what should be our re- 
flections with these things before our 
eyes! Are we merely living to be 
seen as are the green leaves upon the 
trees, presently to fall as they fall; and 
as soon to be forgotten? Is this how 
men should live? I answer, no; but 
rather let them strive to leave goodly 
traces of their existence behind, that 
they may be seen in after times, and 
remain as remembrancers to succeed- 


ing generations to tell of their deeds, 
and to show what manner of men they 
were. Are there no acts men can per- 
form which shall outlive the chisselled 
marble’s feeble tellings? I think 
there are. thousand fragrant 
flowers will bud’ and bear their fruit 
around, and a thousand sweets will 
spring up within their souls if they 
will let them grow; and they may 
fashion their fair acts by these fair 
sweets, and then pleasing charms like 
sunny smiles will glow on all they do, 
and after ages will not leave such 
things to die. 
JoHNn Batt. 
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(Continued from*page 72°.) 


April 22.—We walked to Froom’s 
Hill, and called upon brother John 
Benbow, who received us kindly. 
We also had an interview with Elder 
Thomas Kington, and in the evening 
we held a meeting at Stanley Hill 
Branch, and ordained four Priests 
and one Teacher. 

—23.—We walked to Moorends 
Cross, where I remained, and Elder 


Woodruff walked to Malvern Hills 
and preached. | 


—24.—I preached at Malvern Hills 
and ‘returned to John Benbow’s, 
Froom’s Hill, where I remained till 
the 30th, preaching and writing letters 
to E. and Don C. Smith, 
also my wife and my brothers, J ; 
Joseph and Lorenzo D. I bapt 
four. Elder Woodruff returned, -~. 
ing preached at Growcut, ga 
Cross and Ashfield, and bapt 1 
thirteen. I walked in, company wit 
brother Woodruff to Dymock, where 


yo met brother Willard Richards at | 
Elder Kington’s, and spent the night 


ether. 
1,—We. walked to Ledbury, 
and mailed our letters; from thence 
to Froom’s Hill, and staid all night. 

2.—I returned to Ledbury, where I 
remained preaching and baptizing 
until the 6th, when I proceeded to 
Lugwardine, and preached in the 
evening, and confirmed several. 

—7.—Wrote a letter to President 


Joseph Smith. I went to Marden, 
confirmed twelve memibers, and 
preached. 


—8.—Went to Shucknell Hill, and 
preached at the house of brother Ellis. 
—10 (Sunday).—Returned to Lug- 
wardine, and preached in the evening. 

—11.—Went to Shucknell Hill, and 
preached in the evening. 

—12.—Proceeded to Froom’s Hill 
and on the 13th brother Woodraff and 
I preached, administered the sacra- 
ment, confirmed nine, and ordained 
one Elder, two Priests and one 
Teacher. 

—l4.—I walked to Ledbury with 
brother Woodruff, where I remained 
and preached and ordained a Priest. . 

—15.—I went to Dymock, and met 
Elders Woodruff, Richards and King- 
ton. I preached at brother Kington’s. 

~—16.—I walked to Turkey Hall 
with Elder Richards, and staid over 
night. 

—17 (Sunday).—We met at Gadfield 
Elm chapel. Elder Woodruff preached 
in the forenoon; and while I was 
preaching in the afternoon, several 
opposers endeavored to raise a dis- 
turbance. I commanded peace and 
order in the name of the Lord, and 
by virtue of the laws of the land. 
Elder Richards and another brother 
went to the door, and peace was re- 
stored. We administered the sacra- 
ment, confirmed five, ordained four 
Priests and one Teacher. 

—18.—Elders Woodruff, Richards 
and myself went to brother Kington’s, 
in Dymock, and baptized several. As 
it had been customary for the United 
Brethren, over whom Elder Kington 
had presided for several years, to have 
a feast on that day, Elder Kington 
prepared a feast, and at 4 p.m., about 
100 Saints congregated. f addressed 
them, much assisted by the Spirit of 


which we ‘confirmed’ three, 
dained one Elder and six 


Priests. 
Three were baptized 
making twenty baptized y. 
—19.—Brothers Richards, Woodruff . 
and myself went to Keysend Street. 


I preached. After meeting brother 


Woodruff baptized four, and brother 
Richards and I confirmed them.’ _ 
—20.—Brothers Woodruff, Richards . 
and myself went on to the-top of the 
Herefordshire Beacon, where, after 
prayer, we held a council and d, 
that, since we had obtained £250 from 
brother John Benbow, and £100 from 
brother Kington, towards publishing 
the Book of Mormon and Hymn 
Book, I should repair immediately to 
Manchester, and join the brethren 
appointed with me as a committee, 
and publish 300 copies of the Hymn 
Book without delay. It was also 
voted that the same committee pub- 
lish 5,000 copies of the Book of: Mor- 
mon, with an index affixed. = ~~ 
I started for Manchester (accom- 
panied by Elder Ki n a short dis- 
tance,) ar.d went to Wolverhampton. 
- —21.—Went to Burslem, and found 
Elders George A. Smith and Theodore 
Turley. Brother George A. approved 
of the proceedings of the Beacon 
Council. I remained in Burslem 
until the 23rd, when I proceeded to 
Manchester, and found brother P. P. 
Pratt and the brethren all well. ae 
—24:; (Sunday). — Met with the 
Saints at Manchester, and preached, — 
—25.—Waited upon publishers to 
find out their prices, &c. ; 
__26,—Elder Taylor arrived in Man- 
chester. | | 
—27.—Elder Kimball arrived. The 
committee on the Hymn Book com- 
menced, and we continued selecting 
hymns until the 30th, when, in com- 
pany with Elders Kimball and Tay- 
or, I went to Liverpool and preached 
on Sunday, 31st. 
June 1, 1840. — Brother Kimball 


‘and I met with the brethren about to 


sail. for America, and organized the 
company. 
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. God, and asked the Lord to bless the : 
food prepared for us, when. ‘we sat 
t down and partook of the bounties ) 

on the occasion. Elder 
ichards made some appropriate re- 3 


—3.—Brother Taylor and myself 
visited the printers. 

—6.—The first company of Saints 
_ from England, numbering forty-one 
- gsouls, sailed for the land of Zion; 
John Moon, President. 
 —% (Sunday).—I preached, and on 


'- Monday, 8th, visited Cheshire, in 


company with brother Taylor. 
 =—9.—We went to Manchester, 
and continued the selection of 
hymns. 
»—-11.—Went to the Zoological Gar- 
«dens. It rained, and I returned, 
~ thankful that I had a comfortable 
lodging-place in my own hired house. 


'.- After a conversation with brother 


‘Pratt on the necessity of the Elders 
- having the power of God with them, 
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sustain the families of the Elders on 

—14 (Sunday).—I _p ed to 
Min ( y preached to the 


—Brother P. P. Pratt 
and I preached to the Saints in the 
Carpenter’s Hall, for the first time 
after I had hired it. 

I remained with brother Pratt, pre- 
paring the Hymn Book, until the 
22nd, when I returned to Liverpool, 
in relation to the printing of the Book 
of Mormon, I went to Manchester 
on Friday, the 26th, and on Sunday, 
28th, preached in the hall. We 
finished the collection of hymns, ‘and 
prepared the index for the press. — 

On the 30th, Elders Kimball and 
Richards joined us at Manchester. 


I retired to my bed and soon fell 
asleep, and had a dream about my 
‘. family being well. They informed 
_ me that the Church was not able to 


July 1.—-Elders Wilford Woodruff 
and Geo. A. Smith arrived at Man- 
chester. 


(Te be continued.) 


“THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 1863. 


HOW THE BRANCHES CAN BE KEPT HEALTHY.—JUDICIOUS 
PRUNING NEEDED. 


‘ We have always attached great importance to the diligent, wise and zealous 
- labors of the local Priesthood of the various Branches, especially when under 
the experienced direction of the Travelling ministry and the Presidents of 
Conferences. The experience which we gained before coming to these lands, 
"as well as that which we have had since the commencement of our labors here, 
has taught us this, We have invariably found that no Branch, however well 
disposed its members may be, could continue for any length of time ™ ; 
healthy, progressive condition, if its President, Elders, Priests, Teachers a 

~ Deacons were careless respecting their duties and the spiritual welfare of the 
‘Saints. And we do not now recollect an instance of a Branch, which pos 

a zealous and wise President and other officers, continuing for any le th 

time in an unhealthy, backward state. Zeal and faith and diligence om *” 
part of the local Priesthood, in atteriding to their duties, are sure to produce 
‘eorresponding qualities in the midst of the Saints among whom they may 
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EDITORIAL. | 
tor; in fact, though we say “local Priesthood,” the same remark is quite Si" 


rhich must be perfectly familiar to the mind of every Latter-day Saint whois. 
sequainted with the history of the Work of God. Yet we repeat it, that the 
Priesthood may have the greatness of their responsibility forcibly brought to— 
their minds, that they may not forget, that when God ‘calls men to be his 
servants, and places authority upon them, their power to accomplish good is. 
yonderfully enlarged, and if they do not exercise it for the purpose for which 
it was designed, their condemnation is greatly increased thereby. = 
’ If the officers of a Branch discharge their duties properly, the Branch 
cannot long remain in an unhealthy condition. Life will flow, more or. less, 
through every member. Dead members cannot, from the very nature of the. 
le duties of the Priesthood, remain long connected with it. The pruning time 
d must come, and such members must be cut off and cast aside. The word of 
F God expressly says that, among other duties which a Priest must perform, he. 
| is to visit the house of each member, and exhort them to pray vocally and in 
¢ fm secret, and attend to all family duties; and that the Teacher’s duty is to 
watch over the Church always, and be with and strengthen them, and see that. 
there is no iniquity in the Church, neither hardness with each other, neither 
lying, backbiting, nor evil-speaking ; and see that the Church meet together 
often, and also see that all the members do their duty, &c. The great and 
essential difference between the Priesthood bestowed by the Almighty upon 
man, and that authority which man unjustifiably assumes to act with in the name 
of Jesus among the people, is that, where the Priesthood continues, there must - 
be a willingness manifested to obey and profit by its teachings and warnings. _ 
Men must be striving to be holy aud pure and to keep the commandments of — 
God, or it cannot remain in their midst. The authority with which man assumes . 
to act in the name of Jesus, without the right, is not affected by the righteous- 
hess or unrighteousness of the people. Persons who assume it can continue to 
dwell among and associate with the wicked for years and centuries without any 
diminution of influence or power. Not so with the Priesthood of God. For 
Instance : when men bearing rr aire sent, they have certain instructions and 
warnings to give unto the people; if the people hear and obey them, they 
receive the blessings which the Lord promises; but if they do not, and per- 
sistently turn a deaf ear to them and reject them, despite every entreaty, those - 
who have the Priesthood, sooner or later, either withdraw voluntarily from. 
their midst or are compelled to do so by violence, and the people are left in 
the hands of that God whose message they have rejected and, whose servants. 
they have despised. Hence, it was, that the Jews were left for such long 
intervals without Prophets, and that, when they did appear, the people were - 
severely scourged if they did not submit to the requirements of the Lord made . 
known through them. 
When the Priesthood in a Branch do their duty, they know the standing of 
every member in the Branch. If anyone is negligent, and inattentive to the . 
duties of a Saint, and is disobeying the requirements and commandments of 
God, they know it. Knowing this, how long can such a member remain ¢on- - 
nected with the Branch and not repent, if they do their duty? Can such 
members remain for a long period without being pruned from the Branch, if 
they do not repent? The obligations of the Priesthood would compel a. 
Teacher or a Priest visiting such a person to teach and warn him of the danger - 


applicable to the Travelling ministry. In saying this, we only repeat a truism, fc) | 


ad 
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he was in by pursuing such a course, and, if he would still persist, those obj. 
gations would require him to report him to the council of the Branch, that 
some action might be taken upon his case. By this means all the rebellious 
and wicked would be cut off from the Branch, and it would be kept in 4 
healthy, progressive condition, and life would fill every member. This ought 
to be the state of every Branch throughout these Missions. The Presiding 
and Travelling Elders should be wise and merciful, not too rash or too exact. 
ing ; but bearing with the weaknesses of the people—so long as they evince a 
desire or disposition to do better—as they would wish the Lord and their 
brethren to bear with them ; yet they should be firm in dealing with and 
extirpating every species of sin from the midst of the Branches, neither 
allowing iniquity to breed and bring forth its corrupt fruits, nor countenancing 
those who indulge in its practice. The Presidents of Districts and Confe 
rences have Travelling Elders enough in their fields now to enable them to 
carry out any wise policy they may wish to adopt. They can either visit them- 
selves, or request the Travelling Elders to visit, every Branch in their fields, 
and institute and carry out the necessary measures for keeping the Branches 
healthy. The local Priesthood should be instructed in their duties, and it 
_ should be seen that, while they hold the Priesthood, they should attend to 
them. Harmony should exist between the Elders constantly engaged in the 
ministry and the Elders and other officers who only devote to it a portion of 
their time. Dead members—members whose determined course is to cut 
themselves off by their actions from all the life-giving influence of the Spirit of 
the Lord, should be dealt with, and, unless they repent, cut-off. They should 
not be allowed to cumber and deaden the Branch with which they may be 
connected. The judicious use of the pruning knife, at the proper season, in 
lopping-off dead branches, has a good effect upon fruit-bearing trees. So, also, 
with the Church. The excommunication of members when they stubbornly 
persist in doing wrong, is necessary to keep the Church in a thrifty condition. 
The power to excommunicate, though a power that should not be exercised 
lightly or upon insufficient grounds, ought nevertheless to be resorted to and 
used, when necessary, for the purpose for which it was designed. But the 
Teachers have important duties to perform before recourse is had to excom- 
munication, and every President of Conference should know, before further 
action is taken, that they have been performed wisely and well. 

Again : enthusiasm should not be permitted to carry the Priesthood away 
upon these points. There is too much of a disposition among some to be very 
lax and careless respecting the acts of members until the Branch or Branches 
become very indifferent respecting the performance of their duties, then, seized 
all at once with a sudden spurt of zeal, they will act with more vigor than 
discretion, suffering themselves to be carried as far beyond the mark as they 
were previously short of it. Of course, such action as that cannot be attended 
with beneficial results. A firm, steady, wise course, neither too yielding n0 
too exacting, is the course which the Elders and other officers should adopt, 
and which we hope they will adopt, in all the Branches throughout these 
Missions. Then the wolves which may be prowling around the sheep- fold, 
disguised as sheep, and trying, with whining voice, to deceive the flock, 
find all their efforts utterly futile, for the sheep will be in a condition t 
discern their wicked deceptions, and to recognize and be comforted by the 
‘Voices and presence of the shepherds. | 
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ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 


CHANGES AND APPOINTMENTS. 


Elder Isaac Bullock is appointed to preside over the Districts comprising the Glasgow, 
ight fam Edinburgh and Dundee Conferences. | 
ling Elder Samuel H. Hill is removed from laboring in the Newcastle-upon-Tyne District, 
ry Mission, under the direction of Elder 
0 


ea What has heretofore been known as the Irish Mission, is now annexed to the Bristol 
heir Ma District, and will be under the Presidency of Elder George Halliday. 
and Elder William North is appointed to preside over the Derbyshire Conference. 
her | President of the Church of Jesus Christ 
; GEORGE Q. CANNON, | of Latter-day Saints in the British 
| sles and adjacent countries. 

to 
m- 
ds, . ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 


it Lonpon ConrerENce.—Elder Richard Bentley, in a letter dated Nov. 3rd, 
to HM mys -—‘‘I am happy to say my health is good, and we are having some excellent 
he MM times in London. About the only complaint I hear is that our meeting-halls 
of HM are too small.” 
ut Lann’s-END ConFERENCE.—Elder J. L. Dolten, writing from Devonport on 
of (MM the 30th ult., expresses his happiness in laboring in the ministry. He says :— 
ld @ “I have just returned from a trip in Cornwall. The Saints there have a 
¢ HM desire to emigrate, and they feel well. The people outside of the Church did 
in #@ tot seem to care much about listening to me—they have to be made to open 
, HM their eyes to their own good. It makes my heart ache to see the wickedness 
Y Hmong them. I feel happy to think that I have the privilege of bearing my 
. 9 testimony to them, and I wish that they could see and feel for themselves as 
d HM the Elders do for them.” | 
d HEREFORDSHIRE CONFERENCE.—Elder George W. Grant, writing from 
¢ H® Newport, on the 4th inst., says :—‘‘ By the last of December we shall have 
- I nost of our Book-debt off. The Saints are taking hold in earnest, and we 
. MM know when that is the case nothing is too great or them to accomplish. I 
baptized one person last week, and I can assure you our prospects are bright in 
’ BM that respect for the future. We have excellent meetings, and they are well 
attended. I feel to rejoice in my labors, and I am determined to live more 
faithful. I know but little, yet the experience that I have gained since I came 
to this land makes my heart swell with joy unspeakable.” 

SourHampron CoNFERENCE.— We have before us a letter written by Elder 
David P. Kimball, from Portsmouth, on the 27th ult. He was at that time 
enjoying himself in the labors of the ministry, and was endeavoring to magnify 
his calling as an Elder of Israel. He says :—‘‘To know that I am doing good 
8 just what suits me. I can say that the Spirit of God is just as greata 
blessing as could be bestowed upon this people, for it has united them in their 
feelings, so that when we go into their. meetings, which are well attended by 
our people and by strangers, we feel that his Spirit is in our midst and we 
enjoy ourselves greatly. I have never had the privilege of attending a better 
meeting than we had here last Sunday, and all that were present seemed to 
‘njoy themselves. We have many that will enter the waters of baptism as 
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soon as circumstances will permit, and a goodly number of strangers ; 
investigating our principles, and I am in hopes that our course here will be th 
means of bringing many to a knowledgé of the truth. It has already creates 
quite a sensation throughout this section of country, in seeing so many goin 
down into the waters of baptism. The spirit of gathering is acquiring influen 
in this Conference ; it has been my teaching since I came here, both in pabli 
and private, and I have endeavored to implant in the bosoms of the Saints 
knowledge of the necessity of making any sacrifice, if by doing so they can g 
to Zion ; that they may not partake of the judgments of God which are ever 
now ready to be poured out upon the inhabitants of the earth. I can say tha 
I never felt more contented, happy and thankful, than I do at the presen 
time, and every day I live the more I determine to obey the servants of Gof 
who are placed over me, knowing, as I do, that their teachings are for m 
benefit as well as for that of all who will listen to and carry out their instruc 
tions. I am well pleased with the field of labor I have been appointed to, and 
the only fault I have to find, if 1 have any, is that I receive more blessing 
than I am really worthy of, though I ask my heavenly Father to give m 
_ knowledge and wisdom that I may know how to appreciate them, so that Hi 
can continue them unto me deservedly. If ever there was a man upon th 
earth who had need to be thankful, I am one. You can imagine from thi 
letter what my feelings are—my heart is too full to express its desires of 


paper. 


NEWS FROM HOME. 
; 


The Deseret News, No. 12, Oct. 7, came to hand, and its appearance wi 
greeted like the presence of an old home friend whose smiling face bids us Go 
speed on our way. Improvement is still the order of the day, and on Sunday 
September 27th, a fine, commodious meeting-house, which had been erected b 


that 
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the enterprising citizens of Kay’s Ward, for school and religious purposes, Wi . d 
dedicated. Three of the Twelve Apostles, Wilford Woodruff, John Taylor 5 
and George A. Smith, together with several other Elders from the city, We") \. 
present on the occasion, and took part in the proceedings. . Bean se 

On the 2nd and 3rd of October the Annual State Fair was held in the Sociaiinatte 
Hall, Great Salt Lake City, at which was represented the industrial interests OMprosp 


beliey 
pe 


the people of Deseret. Although inferior to the Fairs of past years in respe 
to the number of articles exhibited, yet it gave evidences of progress superio 
to any of former times, and demonstrated that improvement and advancemen 
are proportionably increasing with the enlarged facilities offered for pe a 
verance and enterprize. Staple cotton, cotton and woollen fabrics, potte 

ware, chemicals, paints, dye-stuffs and the varied articles of manufacture oo 
the dipped, waterproof lucifer, up to the highly finished and intricate burgiat 
proof chest-lock, were exhibited. The fruit department manifested the = 
taken in its culture and in the introduction of new varieties into the —“m 
displaying a decided advancement in those respects. Branch Fairs have |i 

wise been held in the different settlements of the State, and from the tone® 
_ the reports a marked improvement is being made in the real substantials ° 
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ife, and in the means of increasing comfort and happiness. — Conference has» 
ben held, but the minutes have not yet come to hand. 
We clip the following from the News | 
AprivaL oF TraINs.—Capt. Daniel McArthur’s train, composed of fifty-six _ 
Church and nineteen independent wagons, arrived in the city on Saturday 
iernoon, the 3rd inst. Capt. John W. Woolley’s train, and that of Ebenezer — 
Ricks, arrived on Sunday morning, the 4th inst., and Capt. Horton Haight’s — 
inin arrived the same afternoon. The emigrants seemed in good health, 
gnerally, and when met by friends and acquaintances appeared to forget the 
ils and fatigues of their lengthy travel. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


WALES standing of those duties, I have from 
time to time called their attention to 
° £ASTERN. GLAMORGAR, the valuable instructions, doctrine 
‘ Thomas Town, Merthyr Tydfil, and counsel contained in the editorials — 
October 24, 1863. ‘| and other articles of the Millennial Star, 
IGM President Cannon. and have, when necessary, explained — 
i Dear Brother,—Knowing that you | their adaptability to our present con- — 
av desirous of learning the condition | dition of physical and mental deyelop- 
every part of the extended Mission | ment, and_as essential to our future — 
wer which you preside, I deem it as | growth and ultimate perfection, and — 
vell a duty as a pleasure to write you | that for this purpose they were given 
abrief report of the Eastern Glamor- | unto us. at if we would become 
nn Conference. able ministers of the Gospel, skilful 
I can say, with regard to myself, | instructors of its precepts, rightly 


health has been, and still is, desirably | and sinner, we must study wellall | 
good, which I attribute to the ob-| the holy Scriptures, for they have 

ervance of the laws of health and the | been given by the inspiration of God, — 
rgulations of physical economy, | and they are profitable for doctrine, 
coupled with the special favor of God for reproof, for correction and for in- 
trough the Gospel which bringeth | struction in righteousness, that the 
life and immortality to light, for | man of God may be aided and tho- 
ram*hich I feel thankful unto the Lord | roughly furnished unto all good 
and his servants. works, and, moreover, practically de- 
With respect to this Conference, I | velop in our lives the race-regenerating 
an say that it is improving in several | and world-redeeming power of the 
uatters, and upon the whole is in a| truths which they contain. At har-— 
Prosperous condition, and will, I| vest time, when the golden grain is 
lieve, stand fair in comparison with | ready for the shearers, it isnot enough — 
le general prosperity of the Work in| that they go forth into the harvest 
fie Mission. I must, however, in| field with sickles in their hands, but 
lstice to truth, confess that there is | they must handle them skilfully, . 
till room for further improvement, | otherwise they are liable to maim — 
hich I am desirous to see made. themselves and each other, and also 
Our Priesthood meetings are well | to hurt and destroy much of the pre- 
ended, and under the blessing of | cious grain they were employed to — 
od are made profitable. I have en-| save. So, also, in the great harvest of — 
avored to the best of my ability to| souls. It is not enough that we are — 
struct my brethren, as fellow-labor- | called to the “‘ ministry of reconcilia- 
ts in the Lord’s vineyard, in the/| tion” and have been ordained there- 
ities of four callings in’ the holy | unto for the gathering of Israel and — 
nesthood ; and for the better under- ! the upbuilding of the kingdom of God ~~ 


that I feel well—never more so. My | dividing the word of life to both Saint 
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upon the earth, but we must also pos- 


sess earnestness of desire and fervency 
of spirit, together with a right under- 
standing of the duties of our callings 
and of the sacred armor with which 
we are clothed, or else we, like the un- 
skilful reapers, will not only injure 
ourselves and each other but we will 
also destroy much of the fruit of the 
Lord’s vineyard, for which we shall 
be accounted unprofitable servants, 
and as such will be rewarded. If, on 
the other hand, we will prove our- 
selves wise stewards over the Lorii’s 
heritage, tenderly feeding the babes in 
Christ with the sincere milk of the 
Word and ministering stronger food to 
those who, by reason of their age and 
experience, have stronger minds, great 

ill be our reward, for we will not 
only be saved ourselves but will also 
be made instruments in the hands of 
the Lord of saving all those who will 
believe on our word, and in due time 
will receive the welcome applaud, 
“Well done ye good and faithful ser- 
vants, enter ye into the joys of your 
Lord.” 

The law of Tithing has been freely 
discoursed upon as a principle which 
every Saint should believe, and 
kindly urged as a duty which every 
Saint ought to obey. I moreover say, 
that whoever believes the tenth penny, 
shilling or pound will do those who 
use it more good in a temporal point 
of view than they could receive 
through obedience to the law of Tith- 
ing certainly have but little faith in 
the Gospel or its divine institutions, 
and can ex to be benefited but 
little thereby. Bui, I am pleased to 
say that the Saints generally feel well 
with regard to this as well as other 
duties of their religion, and are en- 
deavoring in a praiseworthy manner 
to practice the same, and many more 
have promised to follow their examples. 

Brother John Evans and the Branch 
Presidents are united with me in en- 
deavoring to forward the Work of the 
Lord in this Conference and we are 
seconded in our efforts by many faith- 
ful brethren and sisters. Yes, I can 
in truth say that there are many good 
men and women in this Conference. 
They have the interest of the Work 
at heart. They have a living 
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7 faith 
im the Gospel, which is abundantly 


manifested by their good works, and 
it is a pleasure to labor among them. 
They talk of the blessin they con- 
tinue to receive from the Lord and of 
the good times they are ncw haying, 
and are cheerfully looking forward to 
the ‘good time coming” when th 
shall be gathered home to the land of 
Zion, where they expect to learn more 
and do better. They are, as may be 
expected, regular in their attendance 
to their prayer, sacrament and preach- 
ing meetings and warm in their devo- 
tional exercises of praise and testi- 
mony. They enjoy the gifts and 
blessings of the Gospel, in which they 
rejoice. The spirit of emigration is 
growing upon the people. Nearly all 
want to go next season]; and I will 
here add, those who are the most 
faithful in paying their Tithing and 
are otherwise open-hearted have the 
most money deposited in the Indi- 
vidual Emigration Fund, which is cer- 
tainly very encouraging to Tithe-payers 
and serves to warn those who are not 
to follow their examples. 

Our preaching meetings are usually 
well attended, and although there is 
no great excitement created by the 
preaching of the Word, still we have 
a pretty fall attendance in almost every 
place where meetin 
the Lord has ble our labors and 
crowned them with encouraging suc- 


cess. We have had the te of 


adding to the Church by baptism 2 
pee since the beginning of August 


t, and the prospects of the future. 


are not less flattering. __ 
President Jeremy’s visits to our 
Councils and general meetings are ever 
attended with 
lain, timely, practical, and pas 
atherly instructions are received wl 
ladness and in the hearts of the 


onest bring forth fruits untorighteous- 


ness, 
Not wishing to intrude further upon 
our space and patience, I conclude, 
opi 
you the blessings of life and heal 
together with every other blessing 


f the 
ou may need as an 


rd Jesus Christ, is 


-our brother in the bonds of the Ever- 


G, 


are held, and 


ults. His. 
happy res 


that the Lord may continue 


lette 
risit 
tol 
Bell 

| th 
hele 
that 

may 

no 

and 

Bra 

Rei 
Saln 

an 

felt 
Fon 
abou 
land 

had 
me 
shou 
for e 

0 

pen 
there 

ude 

Bot 
| doing 
pel iy 

| that 
Ay 
midn 

| h the t 
hey 

resis 

port 

hacili 
| hand 
| latisf 
iy th 
bree 
the h 
| po 
dogs 

ou 


751 


SUMMARY OF NEWS. 
IRELAND. present to spread a knowledge of th@; sous 
Oct. 30, 1863. | truth or the revelations of God amen: Snead 
the people. «The total number of —_ 


President Cannon. 

Dear Brother,—According to your 
Witer of instructions desiring me to 
risit the Saints in Ireland, I left Bris- 
yj] on the 7th inst., and. arrived in 
Rlfast on the 9th. I staid there 
thirteen days, during which time we 
ied five meetings with the Saints of 
that Branch, and I visited nearly every 
Sint privately ; and although they 
nmber but few, yet I am happy to 
uy they are good ; in fact, I know of 
1» Branch where there is more love 
md union among its members and 
Priesthood than there is in the Belfast 
Branch. Their President, Elder John 
Reid, has the confidence of all the 
Saints the Branch, without 
mexception. It is true they have 
kt a little lonely, and sometimes 
wondered if they were ever thought 
. Bsbout by you and the Elders in Eng- 
, Bijind; but when they heard that you 
had remembered them, and had sent 
ne » comfort and cheer them up, they 
houted, ‘‘God bless brother Cannon 
ir ever,” to which I said ‘‘ Amen.” 
On the 21st I went to Dublin, and 
pent a week with the few Saints 
here. Elder Robert Brown, the Pre- 
ident, is a zealous, persevering man. 
Both he and brother McMeekin are 
doing all they can to spread the Gos- 
yl in that city ; but the public spirit 
s very bitter against the Saints 
throughout the! whole country, so 


OY 


that there seems but poor prospects at 


Latter-day Saints in Ireland does not 
exceed forty, and they are very much 
scattered ; 
some of them are very 
Saints are pleased to 
from Zion visit them, and would be 


ut, as I have said before, _ 
have an Elder . 


to have one there all the time; . 


=n they all feel that their present 


means and prospects, from the bitter- . 


ness of public feeling, would not 
justify you in sending one, for they 
feel they could not support one as 
they could wish. 
to hear the Saints express so warmly 
their good feelings towards brother 


I was much pleased — 


Bigler, who labored among them so me 


faithfully. It was very gratifying to 
me, and it must be more so to him, to 


of the Saints in Ireland. 
mention all their words and acts of 
kindness to me, it would make my 
letter too long ; I can say I much en- 
joyed my visit among them, and I 
lieve they did the same. It was 
my prayer to God to be made a bles- 
sing to them, and that my advice and. 
counsel to them might result in stimu- 
lating them to extra faithfulness and 
diligence in their duties. PTs 
Praying God to bless you and the 
brethren in the office, I remain your 
brother and fellow-laborer in the Gos- 
pel, 
Grorce Hairpay. 


SUMMARY 


‘wilitating supplies reaching 


lhe heart of the city. Theo 
0 position off Sullivan’s Island 
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America.—General Thomas reperts that General Hooker was attacked ; 
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